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The City of Mount Holly Planning Commission met on October 7, 2019 at 6:30pm at the 
Municipal Complex located at 400 East Central Avenue, Mount Holly. Those members present 
were Chairman Myles Biggerstaff, Vice Chairman Will Crist, Rodney Williams, Jerry Bishop, 
Joni Burton, Melanie Nichols, Teraseta Ellerbe, and LeRoy Thorns. City Manager Danny 
Jackson, Planning Director Greg Beal, Planning Project Manager Jonathan Wilson and Code 
Enforcement Officer Brandon Livingston were also present at the meeting. Assistant Planning 
Director Brian DuPont was absent from the meeting. 

Chairman Biggerstaff called the meeting to order and moved to the second item on the agenda; 
Reading of Ethics Statement: In accordance with the Rules of Procedures, it is the duty of every 
Planning Commission and Board of Adjustment member to avoid conflicts of interest. Does any 
member have any known conflicts of interest in respect to any matters coming before the 
Planning Commission and Board of Adjustment today? If so, please identify the conflict and 
refrain from any participation in the particular matter involved. No member had a known conflict 
of interest. 

Chairman Biggerstaff moved to the third item on the agenda: Approval of the minutes. Mr. Crist 
made a motion to approve the minutes with no corrections needed and Mrs. Nichols seconded. 
The motion was approved with all in favor.  

Planning Commission  

Chairman Biggerstaff moved to the fourth item on the agenda: Public hearing for review and 
recommendation to City Council for the approval of Comprehensive Bicycle Plan. Mr. Wilson 
began by stating that the City was awarded a grant from NCDOT Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Division to develop a bicycle plan for Mount Holly. For the past 12-months the process included 
4 steering committee meetings, a public workshop and focus group meetings, and an interactive 
open house. NCDOT finalized their review with very minor comments. The Planning 
Commission and Steering Committee both reviewed the draft of the plan and provided feedback 
as well. A copy of the plan is online. Mr. Wilson added that a few months ago, the plan was 
distributed to Planning Commission for feedback. All comments received were reflected in the 
plan. A staff member from Kimley Horn, Jonathan Whitehurst, will provide a presentation on the 
plan.  
 
Mr. Wilson turned it over to Mr. Whitehurst for his presentation. Mr. Whitehurst started by 
saying that the community supported this Bicycle Plan because of how it was communicated. 
The Plan’s vision was talked about through its goals and an overview will be brought before 
Council next week. Citizens participated in various meetings and over 7,000 points and hundreds 
of comments have been collected. From these comments there is a distribution between bikes 
being used for transportation because they need to as well as for recreation because they want to. 
One of the purposes of this Plan is to create connectivity throughout the City of Mount Holly. 
Mr. Whitehurst added that the Strategic Vision Plan and Pedestrian Plan helped with the creation 



of the Bicycle Plan through the overlay of demographics and economic conditions. Survey 
answers that were collected from citizens and overlay were used as groundwork for the project.  

Chairman Biggerstaff opened to questions from the Board. Mr. Bishop asked where bike lanes 
would be located. Mr. Beal added the ideas of safety and that NCDOT would pay for sidewalks 
in future projects but that people in the City would rather bike on the greenways. Mr. Bishop 
then said it might be a while until bike lanes are added with Mr. Whitehurt stating probably so. 
Mr. Williams added that the new development by Eastwood Homes on Catawba Avenue could 
use the sidewalk they are building for the Plan to save money. Mr. Thorns asked which 
communities are being connected and Mr. Whitehurst said this Plan was to be used generally and 
would be geographically dispersed for demographic and economic reasons.  

Chairman Biggerstaff opened the public hearing for anyone who was wanting to speak. 

● LaVerne Partlow (Gaston County Public Health Department) – Connecting Gaston 
County with bikes as transportation and doing it safely. Biking helps with emotional and 
social health by helping to promote social interaction. It is also a great way to stay active 
and have an active lifestyle.  

With no one else wanting to speak Chairman Biggerstaff closed the public hearing. Mr. Bishop 
made a motion to recommend the Comprehensive Bicycle Plan to City Council for approval. Ms. 
Ellerbe seconded the motion. All were in favor and the motion passed.  

Mr. Beal wanted to add another item to the agenda in regards to a call for a public hearing for 
restaurants to be one-story at 20 feet tall with brick buildings. The construction of these 
restaurants would also include 8-foot sidewalks and parking in the side or rear. There would be a 
public hearing on this item in the November meeting as a Text Amendment. This will be to 
amend the Downtown Development Manual for restaurants. Mr. Thorn made a motion and Mr. 
Crist seconded the motion. All were in favor and the motion passed.  
 
With there being no other comments Ms. Burton made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. 
Crist seconded the motion and all members were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 7:16pm 

 


